Enhancement of the binding of C1q to immune complexes by polyethylene glycol.
The binding of 125I-labelled human C1q to insoluble rabbit IgG:ovalbumin immune complexes was enhanced by polyethylene glycol (PEG, Mr 8 x 10(3)) in the concn range 0-2.5% (w/v). C1q with native immunoglobulin bindings sites rendered inactive by diethylpyrocarbonate treatment did not bind to immune complexes in the presence of PEG. The ionic strength dependence of the binding was independent of the presence of PEG. There was a linear relationship between the logarithm of the apparent affinity constant of the C1q:immune complex interaction and PEG concn.